A Simple One-Page Contract Template
This template covers everything we've just talked about. Use it as it is, or tweak it to match your tone of voice.

1. Parties
This Photography Agreement is entered into between [Photographer Name], [Photographer Email], [Photographer Phone], and [Client Name], [Client Email], [Client Phone] on [Date].

2. Scope of Work
[Session type] at [location] on [date], for [duration]. The session includes [specific details].

3. Deliverables
[Number] [type] images delivered via [delivery method] within [timeframe].

4. Payment Terms
Total fee: [amount]. A [percentage]% deposit is required to secure the date. The remaining balance is due [when]. Accepted payment methods: [list]. Invoices unpaid after [number] days may incur a [percentage]% monthly late fee.
Bank Details: [insert details]

5. Cancellation Policy
Deposits are non-refundable if cancellation occurs within [number] days of the shoot. If [Photographer/Client] cancels, [what happens].

6. Usage Rights
Photographer retains copyright to all images. Client receives a non-exclusive license for [usage type].
Model Release: Client grants Photographer permission to use images from this session for portfolio and marketing purposes.

By signing below, both parties agree to the terms outlined in this agreement.

Photographer Signature: ___________________________ Date: ___________
Client Signature: ___________________________ Date: ___________

Note:
This simple one-page contract template is a starting point, not legal advice. 
If you plan to take photography seriously long-term, it’s worth the investment to have a lawyer review your contract. But for your first few clients, this simple one-pager is enough to set a professional tone and protect both parties.
Once it's signed by both parties, you're ready to shoot. Do this a few times, and it becomes second nature. 
Because a contract doesn't make you difficult, it makes you professional.
